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Trust for Nature (Victoria) is a not-for-profit organisation that works with private
landowners to protect native plants and wildlife on their land. Two-thirds of Victoria
is privately owned, which means that the protection of native plants and wildlife on
private land is vital. Trust for Nature has a number of different ways to support private
land conservation including, conservation covenants, an ongoing land stewardship
support program for all covenantors and a Revolving Fund and the purchase of land
for permanent protection.
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Recognition of Traditional Owners
Trust for Nature recognises the continuing spiritual and
cultural connection of Traditional Owners to Victoria’s
land, wildlife, freshwater and saltwater environments. The
Trust is committed to helping Traditional Owners conserve,
restore where possible and protect natural environments,
wildlife and cultural heritage values.
Front cover: Isaac Sainty, a Bunurong man and student of
the Warreen Beek Rangers course, planting on Country that is
protected with a conservation covenant on the Mornington
Peninsula. Read more about the course on page 10.
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NUMBER 70!
Our 70th issue marks a milestone and comes at a time when private land conservation and species extinction are
getting more attention than ever.
A recent United Nations report (IPBES Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services) predicts
almost one million species will become extinct within decades and ‘radical action’ is needed to conserve Earth’s
resources. It’s an alarming read and follows a local warning about the state of Victoria’s biodiversity, issued by the
Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability, Dr Gillian Sparkes. In her five-yearly State of the Environment 2018
report, biodiversity remains an area of concern for Victoria.
Of the 32 biodiversity indicators the Report shows that one, private land conservation, is trending up and the
Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability recommends that it be accelerated.
These reports highlight the critical nature of our work and the importance of the Victorian Government’s
Biodiversity Plan 2037 target to protect 200,000 ha by 2037. Trust for Nature has identified 225,000 ha of high
priority land which should be protected. We will continue to work with landholders and invite them to implement
conservation covenants and we will support landholders to look after habitat as a way of reversing species decline in
what is the country’s most cleared state.
I congratulate long-time supporter and former Chair and Trustee of Trust for Nature, Janet Limb, for being awarded
an Order of Australia for distinguished service to the community through philanthropic support for charitable, social
welfare, and medical research groups. This honour is a very deserving acknowledgement and we could not achieve
all that we do without the support of people like Janet.
To our Trust for Nature volunteers, thank you! We are very grateful for the time you donate to help us protect species
across Victoria. Over the last year we have established a group of volunteers who are experts in land conservation
and management for a pilot project. These volunteers have been supporting landowners who have covenants with
advice and property visits. You can read more about their role and how you can tap into their skills and knowledge
on page 24.
And thanks to the generosity of landowners, more and more properties in Victoria are being protected forever
with conservation covenants (you can see the latest ones on page 20). However, we need to see private land
conservation accelerated and elevated throughout Australia. Rising to the Challenge is the topic for the next
Australian Land Conservation Alliance conference in South Australia in October and will see many organisations and
individuals from around Australia gather together to share knowledge and ideas about private land conservation.
See www.alca.org.au for more information.
A survey has been included along with this Bulletin, please take the time to fill it in. It helps us get to know
you better what your interests are.
I hope you enjoy our latest Conservation Bulletin and please share it amongst your family and friends.
Sincerely

Victoria Marles
CEO, Trust for Nature

The endangered Swift Parrot. Photo courtesy Chris Tzaros.
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BUSH FOR BIRDS
North East Victoria
Will Ford - Regional Manager

Over 480 ha of significant habitat important to the critically endangered Regent Honeyeater have been protected
with Trust for Nature conservation covenants or 10 year conservation agreements in North East Victoria and a further
15 ha of cleared land revegetated.
Over the next four years a further 500 ha of habitat for the Honeyeater will be protected, including 200 ha under
conservation covenants as part of a new project funded by the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program.
The Regent Honeyeater was once widespread across south eastern Australia; however its core habitat—fertile
plains with large, nectar-bearing trees like Yellow Box, White Box, and Mugga Ironbark—has been heavily cleared. An
estimated 400 adult birds remain across four key breeding areas. Only one of these areas is found in Victoria, centred
on Chiltern-Mt Pilot National Park, a stronghold for the Honeyeater’s southern distribution.
Now, a partnership between Trust for Nature and the North East Catchment Management Authority is protecting
and expanding this key habitat. The Bush for Birds project will work with local landowners in an effort to protect
and enhance Honeyeater habitat on private land. The project also aims to protect two endangered ecological
communities (Box-Gum Grassy Woodland and Grey Box Grassy Woodland) and key habitat for the endangered
Swift Parrot.
Landholders within the north east project area may be eligible for grants to support them with the protection and
management of habitat. Activities could include fencing of remnant vegetation, weed control, planting native trees
and shrubs, ecological thinning and establishing paddock trees.

For information about projects in the north east contact Will Ford (03) 8631 5888 or willf@tfn.org.au
Regent Honeyeaters. Photo courtesy credit Dean Ingwersen
enviroimagery.com

Practical tips
Paddock trees are disproportionately
important for biodiversity and provide an
abundant food source for nectarivores.
In the last 50 years, research suggests
that we have lost more than 75 per cent
of paddock trees in some areas of the
north east. Landholders can help reverse
this trend by planting paddock trees.
In Chiltern trees have been planted
strategically between cropping areas to
link patches of native vegetation.
Any tips or advice contained in this Bulletin relating to land
management are general in nature. For specific advice, consult
an expert who can tailor advice to a particular property and
individual circumstances.
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DETECTING SQUIRREL
GLIDERS
Goulburn Broken
Shelagh Curmi - Regional Manager

to find; they don’t have bright eye-shine (for nocturnal
detection), they don’t vocalise (unlike the Sugar Glider),
and their body colouration camouflages them in the
tree canopy.
Increasingly, thermal imaging (infra-red) technology
is supplementing traditional, direct detection of
cryptic species, like the smaller gliding possums.
Using thermal imaging, we were able to efficiently
detect Squirrel Gliders on three Longwood Plains
covenants. Then, with support from the Urquhart
Charitable Fund, we installed 80 nest boxes on these
covenants, at locations where natural hollows are few.
Squirrel Glider, Longwood Plains.

Squirrel Gliders Petaurus norfolcensis are enigmatic
animals whose survival is under threat. The species
now has a patchy and fragmented distribution
across Victoria, where its habitat has been reduced
to roadsides, creek-lines and patches of native
vegetation on private property.
The Longwood Plains, near Euroa, is the most southerly
extension of the Victorian Riverina bioregion. Its
original woodland vegetation is substantially degraded
and highly fragmented, due to almost 200 years of
grazing, ring-barking, timber harvesting and cropping.
An on-going threat is the loss of hollow-bearing trees.
This landscape’s flora and fauna have done it tough,
yet several threatened species, including the hollowdependent threatened Squirrel Glider, cling to survival.
At numerous sites across Victoria, recently
regenerated native habitat, often lacking in natural
tree hollows, is supplemented with nest-boxes for
hollow-nesting species.
For nest-boxes to work, they need to be installed where
gliders are known to occur, yet the most recent glider
records from the Longwood Plains are over 20 years
old. To complicate matters, Squirrel Gliders are difficult

Real-time viewing of the natural world through thermal
imaging is a powerful tool; as well as improving
detection of hard-to-find species like the Squirrel Glider,
it provides experiences and ecological insight that
previously could not have been imagined.

How to help the Squirrel Glider and
similar size, hollow-nesting animals.
• install nest-boxes with 50 mm entrance holes, if
natural hollows are few
• enhance understory by planting indigenous
wattles
• reduce canopy gaps to about 30 m (depending
on tree height)
• remove top-strand barbed wire on fences in
glider habitat.
Further information:
• Nest-box Know-how: Guidelines for the use,
installation and maintenance of nest-boxes:
https://tinyurl.com/y3pqrtq9
• Thermal image video of Longwood Plains
Squirrel Gliders https://wp.me/p1dAE5-1V3

For more information about projects in the Goulburn Broken region contact Shelagh Curmi
(03) 8631 5888 or shelaghc@tfn.org.au

trustfornature.org.au
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Robyn Edwards - Area Manager

WHEN ONE COVENANT
ISN’T ENOUGH
East Gippsland

Situated on the lower Perry River on the Gippsland
Plains, David Hawkes has made a substantial
contribution to conservation, having recently placed
a covenant on a further 88 ha of his property. This
addition brings the total number of hectares under
covenant to 148 ha.

2,000 ha across the catchment. They also protect
nationally endangered Red Gum Grassy Woodland and
the state threatened Swamp Scrub, Damp Sands
Herb-rich Woodland, and Coast Banksia Woodland.
Important estuarine wetland and salt marsh are also
now protected.

The additional 88 ha was made possible through
the Protecting Our Ponds project, funded by the
Victorian Government’s Our Catchments Our
Communities program through the West Gippsland
Catchment Management Authority. Increasing the area
of protected habitat in the Perry River catchment helps
to look after and restore the unique Perry River chain of
ponds—a system of irregularly shaped wetlands linked
by shallow floodplains. Chains of ponds used to be
common across south eastern Australia.

The new covenant also provides habitat for threatened
fauna such as the Diamond Firetail and Lace Monitor.
The Perry River, through a series of disconnected ponds,
links the forested slopes of the Great Dividing Range to
the Gippsland Lakes, providing a significant corridor in a
largely cleared rural landscape.

The covenanted areas are adjacent to farming land.
David said he was interested in protecting the land
because he knew what a difference it could make to the
ponds. He said, “The area that’s under covenant had low
grazing value but extremely high conservation value.
I wanted to see it protected forever and the incentives
for covenanting it made it possible.”
The covenants are making a significant contribution
to the protection of the ponds, providing an important
buffer and protection to the river and extending the
existing Perry River covenant network, which is over
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Estuarine wetland and salt marsh protected by covenant.

For more information about projects in the
East Gippsland region contact Robyn Edwards
(03) 8631 5888 or robyne@tfn.org.au

Tips for protecting riparian corridors
• covenant habitat to ensure long term protection
and security through successive changes of
ownership
• reduce fox numbers to protect the threatened Lace
Monitor; foxes prey on the eggs and young
• plant local native prickly shrubs which will provide
refuge for threatened birds such as Diamond
Firetails from predators such as foxes and native
Noisy Miners.
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ENDANGERED WOOLLY
PLOVER-DAISY RETURNS
TO NEDS
Mallee
Peter Barnes - Neds Corner Station Manager

A daisy previously thought to have been eaten out of
existence on Trust for Nature’s Neds Corner Station has
been identified on the north-west Victorian property.
Woolly Plover-daisy (Leiocarpa tomentosa) is an
endangered small, perennial shrub with yellow flowers.
It is mostly concentrated in South Australia with just a
couple of sites in Victoria.
The discovery of the daisy on Neds Corner Station is
extremely encouraging. At 30,000 ha it is one of Victoria’s
largest private conservation reserves. Station manager,
Peter Barnes, said there’s a chance the plant has been
there for a while but not noticed because rabbit
grazing hadn’t allowed it to flower. He said, “We think
our intense pest management, mainly rabbit control,
has allowed the daisy to grow to a certain height and
produce flowers, which is how we became aware of it.
“Our success in controlling rabbits is the reason we keep
finding new plants in the area and as the biodiversity
improves we would hope to continue to find more.” In
2017, a new species of daisy for Victoria, the Large
Hard-head Daisy, was identified at Neds Corner Station.

Rabbit control has been a significant focus on the
property so as to increase ground cover and protect
plants and habitat for native animals. Over 25,000
rabbit warrens have been treated and 13,000 have been
destroyed.
Five Inland Dotterel chicks accompanied by two males
have also been spotted on the property. It is the first
time Peter has seen multiple chicks in the 10 years he
has been at Neds Corner Station. Inland Dotterels are
not necessarily uncommon at the property but are rarely
seen. This follows the exciting sighting of four Australian
Bustards which are rare in southern Australia.
It’s thanks to the generosity of supporters that Neds
Corner Station is going from strength to strength. You
can read about the Haul for Habitat crowd funding
campaign in Conservation Bulletin #69.
If you want to support the rehabilitation of Neds Corner
Station go to www.trustfornature.org.au/donate-toneds-corner-station

For more information about projects in the Mallee region contact Greg Ogle (03) 8631 5888 or grego@tfn.org.au

Rabbit management
• the success of rabbit control is dependent on
an integrated approach, with best practice
management. One method of rabbit control may
be much more effective at different times of the year
so trial different approaches and share your knowledge
• check burrows before undertaking control—they
Woolly Plover-daisy.

may be used by non-target species at different times of
the year

• establish one or more 2 x 2 m exclosures with netting
to understand impacts of rabbits on vegetation
• ensure you are not affecting Aboriginal cultural heritage sites—if in doubt, contact Aboriginal Victoria for
advice.
trustfornature.org.au
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UNTOUCHED BUSH
PROTECTED FOREVER
Wimmera
Adam Blake - Area Manager

We all know Trust for Nature plays a long game.
Covenants protect ecological assets in perpetuity.

Blunt Everlasting.

In the Wimmera, two covenants are being negotiated
which have been a long time in the making, helped
along by Trust for Nature’s long term relationship with
the owners.
In one case, a parcel of family-owned land was jointly
owned—half was farmed and the other half was bush.
One of the landowners wanted to protect the bush,
while the other landowner wanted to farm.
Assistance was sought to subdivide the farmland from
bushland so the bushland could be protected. Due to
the long relationship the Trust has with the owners,
everyone felt comfortable in agreeing to subdivide
and protect the bush that remained and fortunately
with support from the Victorian Government’s
Sustainability Fund, the Trust was able to contribute
to funding the subdivision.
This resulted in the owners agreeing to put a
conservation covenant on 324 ha of significant and
intact habitat which has never been cleared. The
native vegetation being protected provides habitat
for important species such as the endangered
Malleefowl.
The other property is also a large bush block (260
ha) that has never been cleared and had been family
owned. Family circumstances meant it had to be
sold, so the Trust worked with the owners to promote
the property to someone who was interested in
buying land for conservation. This paid off and it was
subsequently sold to a new owner who is putting a
conservation covenant on it. This project was funded
with the support of the Victorian Government.
The Trust was set up in 1972, making it one of
Victoria’s oldest and most trusted conservation
organisations. A long term presence in rural and
regional areas has been critical to our ability to form
long lasting relationships with landowners and being
in the position to help them with decisions that
families face about protecting their properties for
future generations, even after it’s sold.
08

Practical tips
Protecting habitat forever is the most enduring
commitment anyone can make towards countering
the impacts of climate change and past habitat loss
on our native wildlife. A CSIRO study published in
2012 recommended that particularly in the context
of climate change, more focus be given to protecting
land which fits the following criteria:
• large patches
• habitat refugia (for example old-growth vegetation,
floodplains, wetlands)
• areas which help increase the extent and connectivity
of ecosystems, and
• areas with high diversity of different vegetation types
or landforms.

For more information about projects
in the south west contact Adam Blake
(03) 8631 5888 or adamb@tfn.org.au
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When Tony Webber’s parents bought an Apollo Bay property in 1976,
part of it had been selectively logged of Southern Blue Gum, Manna
Gum, Messmate, and Mountain Grey-gum and then allowed to regrow.

REGIONAL UPDATES

CONSERVATION ON WET
AND STEEP SLOPES
Corangamite
Chris Lindorff - Regional Manager

The 80 ha property extends from the Great Ocean Road down to the west branch of the Barham River, and 90 per
cent of it is very steep. Thirty-four hectares of its bushland are now protected by a conservation covenant, along with
an additional area of farming land that is protected from future subdivision and intensive farming.
Tony believes some of the steeper reaches of the property should never have been cleared in the past because the
land is prone to landslips and erosion, events that are exacerbated by the high rainfall—an average of 1,450 mm a
year. Tony’s grandfather was an environmentalist in New Zealand and, in turn, Tony’s father and he have adopted
the principles of protecting the environment. In those early days, his grandfather was careful to label himself a field
naturalist, rather than simply a naturalist, so as to not be confused with the naturist scene of the time.
A special character of the Webber farm is the apple orchard. Tony’s father’s passion for growing apples saw him
establish 250 varieties, with over 200 varieties surviving today. Tony now runs Perendale sheep; a hardy sheep breed
from New Zealand and suited to the Apollo Bay’s climate.
Tony’s aspiration for the land is to see it flourish. He would also like to see that the protected land is properly
managed under Trust for Nature’s guidance and to provide opportunities for young people in the district to come
and learn about conservation and participate in a farm that’s sustainably managed with conservation values.
Adjoining the Great Otway National Park, the conservation covenant will protect endangered cool temperate rainforest, riparian forest, and gullies of wet forest communities. The rare Slender Tree Fern forms part of the rainforest
community, alongside massive and ancient Myrtle Beech.

For more information about projects in the Corangamite region contact Chris Lindorff
(03) 8631 5888 or chrisl@tfn.org.au

Managing steep country
• maintaining cover is essential. For very steep slopes,
this may mean 90-100% groundcover all year round
• manage livestock stocking rates well within the
carrying capacity of the land
• heavy animals, such as horses and cattle, can be
inappropriate due to their weight on fragile soils and
mode of grazing
• in areas where run-off water may collect and accelerate (such as gully slopes), protect from soil erosion
with trees and shrubs. Fence out livestock and don’t
forget good rabbit control.
Tony Webber with his conservation covenant in the background.

trustfornature.org.au
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TRAINING WARREEN BEEK
RANGERS
Port Phillip and Westernport
Ben Cullen - Regional Manager

A new round of students have started a land
management course designed to support Traditional
Owners work on Country. It follows the first Certificate III
of Conservation and Land Management held in 2018 at
the Holmesglen Institute, which saw all of the graduates
employed in land management roles after the course.
The course, which has been given the name Warreen
Beek Rangers by the Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal
Corporation, has been designed specifically for
Traditional Owners and Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples to learn skills to work on Country,
providing accredited training in skills such as pest plant
control, revegetation, construction, chainsaw use,
occupational health and safety and cultural studies.
Students will also have the opportunity to work on
properties that have conservation covenants, providing
landowners with the chance to understand traditional
knowledge while the students can learn about practical
landcare techniques such as plant identification and
threatened species.

The Certificate is delivered through a partnership
between the Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal
Corporation, Trust for Nature and Holmesglen. It is
offered freely to participants thanks to the support
of the Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning, Zoos Victoria and the Port Phillip and
Westernport Catchment Management Authority.
Trust for Nature’s Port Phillip and Westernport Regional
Manager, Ben Cullen, said it was fantastic to get
support to run the course again. “There are so many
opportunities for the graduates, a wide range of
organisations have conservation jobs, such as local
councils, natural resource management groups and
other government organisations.
“Last year we partnered with 10 landowners on the
Mornington Peninsula who had Trust for Nature
conservation covenants on their properties and were
able to complete works on their properties through the
course. This year the Warreen Beek Rangers will have a
focus on working on properties to improve Port Phillip
Bay and its catchment.”
This fantastic program is creating tangible outcomes
for course participants and covenantors, but there is no
ongoing funding for the course to run beyond 2019.

If you would like to support this program to
ensure it can continue next year, please
contact Leanne Down on (03) 8631 5888 or
Ben Cullen on 0407 044 821.

Isaac Sainty, a Bunurong man and student of the Warreen Beek Rangers course.
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A diverse range of native plants and animals live within,
or utilise the saltmarshes of the Victorian coast. Rising
sea levels, recreational and agricultural use, coastal
development, water pollution, altered drainage and
invasive species are some of the threats they face. There
are more than 19,000 ha of saltmarsh along the Victorian
coastline and 6,000 ha of it is on private land, this makes
the work in protecting these sensitive areas and
dependent species very important.
The Trust is helping to mitigate the impacts of climate
change by working with landowners to protect adjacent
private land on higher ground. This will allow the
‘migration’ of the saltmarsh habitat over time, providing
future habitat opportunities for saltmarsh species.
For over 15 years, Trust for Nature has partnered with
landowners to protect saltmarshes along the coastline
of the Corner Inlet Ramsar site, east of Wilsons
Promontory. Four landowners have placed covenants
on their properties to permanently protect more than
72 ha of valuable coastal saltmarsh and associated
habitats. With more than 1,100 ha of saltmarsh habitats
occurring on private land within Corner Inlet, there’s still
a lot of work to be done to permanently protect it.

REGIONAL UPDATES

PROTECTING COASTAL
SALTMARSHES
West Gippsland
John Hick - Regional Manager

animals, with some species being an important food
source for the vulnerable Swamp Skink.
As well as providing valuable habitat, coastal
saltmarshes act as an important buffer against rising sea
levels and they play a significant part in capturing and
storing carbon.
A project with the West Gippsland Catchment
Management Authority prioritises saltmarsh sites within
Corner Inlet that would be suitable for protection under
covenant. This work will be valuable in guiding our
efforts toward increasing the area of protected saltmarsh
habitats in Corner Inlet.

For more information about projects in the
West Gippsland region contact John Hick
(03) 8631 5888 or johnh@tfn.org.au

Saltmarshes on the Corner Inlet and Nooramunga
coastline provide important resources for native
animals, such as the critically endangered Orangebellied Parrot. They also support migratory shorebirds
including the vulnerable Eastern Curlew and inundated
areas provide nursery and feeding habitat for native fish.
Saltmarshes also support a range of invertebrate

Protecting saltmarsh
• prevent physical disturbance to soil and vegetation by excluding
livestock and recreational vehicles
• control weeds, using care to minimise disturbance to soil and
adjacent native vegetation
• protect buffering habitats and adjacent land so that saltmarsh
can establish as sea levels rise.

Coastal saltmarsh.

trustfornature.org.au
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CREATING FOREVER HOMES
FOR PLAINS-WANDERER
North Central
Deanna Marshall - Area Manager

A significant number of critically endangered Plains-wanderer chicks have successfully hatched at Werribee Zoo,
bringing the total number of birds at the Zoo to 20. When the chicks are old enough to be released into the wild,
they will need somewhere safe to go. Enter Trust for Nature. The Trust has been working with landowners who have
grasslands in northern Victoria to place voluntary conservation covenants on properties.
Plains-wanderers are critically endangered and ranked number one in Australia and fourth in the world on a list of
9,993 recognised bird species we can least afford to lose because of their evolutionary distinctness.
The Trust is part of a National Recovery Team for the bird which has established a captive program to save it from
extinction. The Team includes partners such as Zoos Victoria, Parks Victoria, the Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning, catchment management authorities and national partners.
Thanks to the generosity of landowners and support from the Australian Government and the North Central
Catchment Management Authority, 470 ha of Plains-wanderer habitat have so far been protected with conservation
covenants over the last six years. The Trust aims to protect a further 400 ha over the next four years.
Meanwhile the search for existing Plains-wanderer populations continues across northern Victoria in areas such
as Birchip. In 2000, the late ecologist Rick Webster identified six Plains-wanderers on four properties in Birchip
and another six properties that he deemed as having suitable habitat. Since then most of this habitat has been
cultivated but there’s hope there are remnants left that are providing habitat to the birds. The Trust is groundtruthing the remnants in collaboration with the Birchip Landcare Group to see if they are suitable habitat for
Plains-wanderers and installing song meters to record any calls that the birds make in order to locate any that might
live there.

For more information about projects in the
north central region contact Deanna Marshall
(03) 8631 5888 or deannam@tfn.org.au
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Plotting where Plains-wanderer habitat could exist
with landowners.

Catering for grassland plants
and animals in Northern Plains
• farm to the seasons
• put stock in three weeks after up to 50 mm of
autumn rain—this gives grass a chance to
grow
• remove stock from red soil in late winter/early
spring (condition dependant)
• get stock off to allow plants to set seed in
early spring and before the paddock gets
too bare
• retain vegetation cover in the paddock for
summer—it takes twice as much rainfall to
get cover back on a paddock that has been
overgrazed
• graze early in a wet year to keep spring
growth of native grasses down
• fence to soil type—red soils will be bared
out before grey soils if not fenced and
grazed separately.
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The Glenelg Hopkins region supports 44 per cent of
Victoria’s total wetland area and this doesn’t even
include the many meadows and marshes—mostly
freshwater—that have been erased historically or are
modified beyond being able to provide functional
ecosystem services.
In the north of the region around the southern
Grampians there are several wetlands that act as
important wildlife sanctuaries and natural filters,
improving water quality as water gathers and moves
through the landscape.
Trust for Nature is currently working with Nature Glenelg
Trust, the new owners of two large wetlands to develop
management plans and covenants for the wetlands.
These actions would protect habitat for two key
threatened species; the Brolga and the Growling Grass
Frog. It’s estimated there are just 1,000 Brolgas in New
South Wales, South Australia and Victoria due to habitat
loss and wetland drainage. Growling Grass Frogs are
one of the largest frogs in Australia and their numbers
have declined by 50 per cent in the last 10 years due to
a fungal disease, habitat degradation, water pollution
and predation by introduced fish species.
Significant in the region is the 420 ha Walker Swamp,
near Dunkeld. It is an extensive and complex system of
inter-connecting swamps and wetlands that drain the
Wannon River onto the plains where the river emerges
from the escarpment in the southeast of the Grampians.
It comprises four wetland vegetation classes, and all are
listed as endangered or vulnerable reflecting the historic
and ongoing threats to freshwater wetlands in this
valuable agricultural and pastoral district. Walker
Swamp was drained in the 1950s for agriculture,
followed by forestry years later.

REGIONAL UPDATES

RESTORING GRAMPIANS
WETLANDS
Glenelg – Hopkins
Adam Merrick - Conservation Officer

For more information about projects in the
Glenelg-Hopkins region contact Adam Merrick
(03) 8631 5888 or adamm@tfn.org.au
The Nature Glenelg Trust is working with the Glenelg
Hopkins Catchment Management Authority and Trust
for Nature to reverse historical drainage and protect the
swamps forever.
The Victorian Government’s Our Catchments Our Communities and climate change initiatives are supporting this
work and the protection of other wetlands in the region.

Protecting saltmarsh
• restore the natural hydrology of the wetland by
seeking to close, fill or divert historic drains and
channels so that inflow fills the wetland
• exclude stock (at least in wet seasons)
• control pests and weeds
• to fully enjoy wetlands, monitor wildlife
movements—particularly threatened species or
Ramsar listed migratory birds. Their populations
should return or increase once the wetland is
looked after
• protect ephemeral wetlands with conservation
covenants to ensure they are not converted to
cropping.

Nature Glenelg Trust has recently undertaken a range
of works to restore natural function to the wetland
complex. Rehabilitating this environment will help
the wetland function as much as possible. It is
intended that this site will also be protected with
a conservation covenant.
Walker Swamp, near Dunkeld.

trustfornature.org.au
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Meet a covenantor

PROTECTING A SPECIAL
part of Gippsland
FRAN CHURCH
MEET A COVENANTOR

After seeing trees on steep slopes ‘plucked’ out of the
ground while on holidays in the United States, one
of the first things Fran Church did when she returned
home was to contact Trust for Nature and ask for a
covenant to be put on some of her property.
Until then Fran thought the remnant Mountain Ash
on her South Gippsland property was safe, given they
were growing on steep slopes; however she figured
it wouldn’t be long before similar machinery would
be available in Australia. She consequently had a
conservation covenant placed on five hectares of her
property in Dollar, north of Foster, in the foothills of
the Strzelecki Ranges.
Originally a dairy farm, the property caught her
and her husband’s eye 40 years ago because it was
affordable, albeit neglected and overrun with
weeds, they could see its potential. The family lived in
inner-city Melbourne and wanted a weekender where
their young children could have space to run around,
and where they could become aware that water and
power are finite (the property was on tank water and
solar power).
Fran said, “We spent a lifetime cleaning up the
property. There are still some blackberry patches and
in the last 12 months I’ve been working with Greening
Australia to revert the bulk of the property to bush.

Fran Church wants to return parts of the property to bushland.
14
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MEET A COVENANTOR

“I’ve always been a believer that if you’re privileged
enough to own land, you have a responsibility to
leave it in better condition than when you found it.
Many think I’m mad reverting the place back to bush,
but I know I am doing the right thing.”
These days the property is a getaway for Fran’s
grandchildren. She said, “It’s lovely to see history
repeat itself with an eight and a five-year-old enjoying
the freedom of being allowed to wander off to explore
on their own, to make and cook damper outside in a
sunken fire pit and learning that if they leave a tap
on, the tank may empty, and if they leave a light on,
the batteries may run out, which hopefully translates
to better practice at their home.”
“My problem is there’s only so many years I have
left to manage the property. I’ll keep it as long as I
can before eventually selling it, knowing that no matter what happens, the covenanted land cannot
be touched.”
In the meantime she enjoys the property’s natural
springs, the birds—particularly the lyrebirds—Swamp
Wallabies and wombats, and sitting on her deck with
a glass of wine admiring the hills across the valley
glowing from the rays of the setting sun.

trustfornature.org.au
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Stewardship

AFTER THE FIRE

BY KAREN TYMMS, TRUST FOR NATURE STEWARDSHIP
COORDINATOR

Trust staff and volunteers helped landowners remove
barbed wire and replace it with wildlife friendly plain
wire, and nest boxes were installed within a couple
of weeks. Less than two months after the fire the nest
boxes were occupied, which was unexpected because
we thought animals took much longer to repopulate an
area after fire.

STEWARDSHIP

It is surprising how quickly native animals and birds
can return to a burnt landscape and so providing nest
boxes is a good thing to do. It’s a good idea to ensure
nest boxes have enough shade to prevent heat stress;
however Eucalypts often soon sprout growth from the
epicormic buds under the bark to provide shade.

Cleaning up barbed wire after a fire

Fire has shaped the ecology of most Victorian landscapes for millennia. It can be used to control weeds that
are sensitive to fire, promote germination and create a
mosaic of different environments within a patch of bush.
However an uncontrolled bushfire is extremely confronting and the environmental outcome will depend on
the intensity of the fire, the interval from when the last
fire went though and the vegetation type.

Fire—and other natural events such as flood, plague,
extreme heat and drought—can lead to changes in how
a covenant is managed. For example floods can cause
excessive germination of River Red Gums which might
require thinning and in drought or heat native animals
could be provided with a water source.
The Trust is here to support you if you have been
affected by fire or other events. Please contact your local
Trust staff or Karen Tymms, Stewardship Coordinator,
on 0417 327 514, who will work with you to develop
management actions and revise your management plan
if needed.
The Victorian Landcare Gateway has some useful
information about fire recovery https://www.landcarevic.org.au/resources/fire-recovery/.

An uncontrolled wildfire can present some initial
challenges such as erosion. With no vegetation, a fire
followed by a downpour can lead to soil erosion
and in some cases it might be necessary to provide
stabilising structures such as logs and branches, straw
bales, sandbags or rocks, especially in gullies. Other
challenges include burnt-out fencing which can then
allow neighbouring stock in.
A group of covenants in the north east of Victoria
were unfortunate to have two bushfires in quick
succession—within 12 years. After the second fire in 2015
16

Eucalypts on a covenant sprouting after a fire

Conservation science
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MANAGING HABITAT IN A CHANGING
climate on a time-poor planet

BY DR. DOUG ROBINSON, TRUST FOR NATURE CONSERVATION SCIENCE COORDINATOR

Climate change is making it more difficult to achieve
these goals, due to reduced moisture, warmer
temperatures, higher evaporation rates and altered
seasonal patterns of rainfall. All of these factors mean
that each year the window for plant growth or for
successful reproduction is shrinking. So, how do we
respond as conservationists? Firstly, by ensuring we’re
protecting precious patches of habitat forever.
According to a 2012 CSIRO study, the scientific approach
developed by the National Reserve System program to
build a comprehensive, adequate and representative
reserve system across Australia remains a robust and
sensible approach to biodiversity conservation in the
face of climate change.

Trust for Nature uses these guiding objectives for
assessing the conservation significance of proposed
covenant sites, and focuses on ecosystems and
bioregions which are not sufficiently protected in public
land. In this way, with willing landowners, we help to
bolster the network of protected habitats across
Victoria and provide additional, long-term opportunities
for survival of their ecosystems, plants and animals.
Secondly, we can assist the capacity of ecosystems and
wildlife populations to survive and flourish on covenants
and reserves by doing the following:

CONSERVATION SCIENCE

Two fundamental conservation objectives for every
patch of protected bush are to maximise the ecological
health of the different ecosystems, and to give the native
plants and animals the best possible chance of surviving
to reproductive maturity.

• maximising the availability of food, water and shelter as
essential resources for native plants and animals. Think
about each layer of vegetation or other habitat features:
what is absent or rare; is it healthy or unhealthy; what
are the most transformative and achievable actions to
improve its health (for example nest boxes, more fallen
wood, re-establish a grassy ground layer)
• prioritising the protection and improvement of habitat,
especially irreplaceable habitat such as large old trees,
wetlands, and high-quality understorey
• reducing other pressures on the local environment and
native wildlife as much as possible, for example control
or exclude over-abundant herbivores, feral bees or Noisy
Miners or apply ecological thinning to dense regrowth
patches
• targeting the most fertile parts of the local environment
where there are the highest chance of maintaining food
resources and successful growth and reproduction, for
example fence out or enhance creek lines and wetlands,
focus on gullies and lower slopes for restoration and
focus on areas with the largest trees
• considering how your local actions can best
contribute to conservation of habitats and wildlife
across the district, for example add tree or shrub
species which are locally rare but provide important
food resources, or establish corridors to link between
different habitat types.

Prioritise by protecting habitat, especially
large old trees.

Keep an eye out for Trust for Nature’s field days about
managing for conservation in climate change on our
website www.trustfornature.org.au/events.
trustfornature.org.au
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Events

8 ANNUAL CELEBRATING
th

Women in Conservation Breakfast
More than 460 guests gathered for breakfast in
Melbourne to hear Zoos Victoria CEO, Dr Jenny Gray,
talk about the Zoo’s conservation work. It’s part of Trust
for Nature and Bush Heritage Australia’s annual
International Women’s Day celebrations. The event sold
out well in advance and once again provided a fantastic
opportunity for networking.

Save the date! The 2020 breakfast is on March 5

EVENTS

MANAGING CLIMATE
change workshops

Climate change is having major impacts on our natural
environment. Hotter, drier seasons, unpredictable and reduced
rainfall and increases in extreme weather events are increasing
the pressures on ecosystems and native species.
Local conservation actions can increase resilience. Funding
from the Victorian Government has enabled Trust for Nature to
hold a series of field days at its reserves and on covenanted
properties across Victoria to assist landowners mitigate the
impacts of climate change. For more information, contact
Doug Robinson on dougr@tfn.org.au or 0408 512 441.

RIVER TOUR
It was a pleasure to have the North Central Catchment
Management Authority’s River and Grasslands Tour 2019
visit our Glassons Grassland Reserve near Echuca.
This is the third year for the tours which are designed to
exchange cultural knowledge about grasslands and river
management between Traditional Owners and North
Central Catchment Management staff. Barapa Barapa,
Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation,
Taungurung Land & Waters Council, Wemba Wemba,
and Yorta Yorta Nation Aboriginal Corporation shared
their your time and knowledge.
18
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VISIT

Neds Corner
At 30,000ha, Trust for Nature’s Neds Corner Station is one of Victoria’s largest conservation properties and receives
a lot of attention for its beauty, remoteness, Indigenous history and its extraordinary biodiversity and rehabilitation
achievements. It was also once part of the Kidman agricultural empire.
Now you have the opportunity to see it for yourself. We are holding curated tours to Neds Corner Station providing a
unique outback experience. If you’d like more information call Leanne Down on 03 8631 5888 or leanned@tfn.org.au.

EVENTS

Photo courtesy Mark Schapper.

SPRING INTO NATURE
arrives in September

Trust for Nature’s annual Spring into Nature open days
are on again between September and November.
This is your chance to go on a tour to some of our 42
conservation reserves across the state and hear from
experts about the wonderful native plants and animals
that live on the reserves. Keep an eye on our Facebook
page and our website in spring for more information.

PRIVATE LAND
conference

Adelaide is hosting this year’s Private Land Conservation Conference on October
8-10. Organised by the Australian Land Conservation Alliance the conference will
focus on how industry and business, governments, future generations, society,
education and research can make a significant, positive and enduring difference to
protecting private land.
Pre-conference workshops will include a one day Conservation Finance Intensive,
which is a follow up to a successful two-day workshop run by Trust for Nature last
year on behalf of the Australian Land Conservation Alliance www.alca.org.au.
trustfornature.org.au
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Covenanted properties

ADDING TO VICTORIA’S
protected landscape

Putting a conservation covenant on a property is one of the single most important things
a landowner can do to protect plants and animals. It truly gives them a home forever and
helps to fight extinction.
Properties eligible for covenants can be big or small.
They have important plant and animal species or
have the potential to support them. Commonly they
are in regions that have been identified in Trust for
Nature’s Statewide Conservation Plan for Victoria as
critical habitat.
We have started several new Australian and Victorian
Government projects across Victoria that support
some conservation covenants. If you have a
property that you think is worth protecting call us
on (03) 8631 5888.

Here are some of the properties that have been
covenanted in the last six months.

Port Phillip and Westernport
COVENANTED PROPERTIES

Gembrook, 34.24 ha
Dixon Creek, 10.29 ha
Tootgarook, 0.85 ha

Corangamite
Drysdale, 0.97 ha
Webber, Apollo Bay, 72.2 ha

Glenelg Hopkins
Narrawong, 11.11 ha

Goulburn Broken
Broadford, 19.92 ha

North East
Elliot, Wooragee, 77.44 ha
Jones, Highcamp, 244.35 ha

Wimmera
Connellan, Watchem, 56.66 ha

West Gippsland
20

Hawkes, Perry Bridge, 87.87 ha

Covenanted properties
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FEATURE COVENANT
Drysdale

Corangamite region
At 0.97 ha this covenant demonstrates that small properties can pack a punch and have significant conservation
values despite their size. This covenant is one of the best examples left of a once widespread vegetation type on the
Otway Plain and has endangered grassy woodlands which have largely been cleared across their former range on
the Bellarine Peninsula.
Albeit a small stand, the property’s mature River Red Gums provide valuable feeding and nesting habitat for native
animals in the region and are one of the best examples of this community on the Peninsula—some are very old and
bear hollows suitable for mammals and bats. The groundcover is composed largely of native grass species, including
Weeping Grass and wallaby-grasses. An ephemeral creek line passes through the woodland to provide habitat for
frogs, birds, and aquatic wildlife and the gully consists of a small chain-of-ponds that intermittently fill and dry.
With development of new roads and subdivision for additional housing in the area, protection of such important
habitat for future generations is critical.

COVENANTED PROPERTIES

The landowners have a genuine passion for the conservation of their land and have planted many indigenous plants
to restore the habitat to its former state and encourage native wildlife to shelter, feed, and breed. Trust for Nature
thanks and congratulates them for protecting the land with a conservation covenant.

The covenant in flood.

trustfornature.org.au
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Revolving Fund









LAND NEIGHBOURING
state forest protected



For information
contact Mat Hardy
on (03) 8631 5829,
math@tfn.org.au

    





REVOLVING FUND

The latest purchase by Trust for Nature’s Revolving Fund
is a 64 ha property adjoining the Wombat State Forest.
The property is 10 kilometres from the Trentham
township and is a regenerating forestry site where the
endangered Powerful Owl has been spotted.
Located within an area identified by Trust for Nature as
a priority for conservation, and containing important
habitat for threatened species, the property will be
protected and on-sold with a conservation covenant
to a new owner.
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Trust for Nature’s Revolving Fund is used to buy
and sell private land with high conservation values.
Once purchased, we sell the property to an owner
willing to protect it with a conservation covenant.
Sale proceeds are returned to the Revolving Fund
to purchase more property, creating a continuous
conservation investment cycle.
You can see a list of properties for sale through
the Revolving Fund at www.trustfornature.org.au.

there was a real risk of losing this important habitat in
future.

Conservation covenants are legally binding agreements
which protect a property’s ecological values, even after it
changes hands.

“Twelve landscapes across Victoria have been prioritised
in Trust for Nature’s Statewide Conservation Plan. They
contain some of Victoria’s rarest and most threatened
ecosystems and species. This property sits within one of
these 12 sites, in the Midlands Focal Landscape.”

Trust for Nature’s Dr Mat Hardy said the previous owner
was keen to see it go to someone who valued its habitat.
He said, “There are such wonderful trees on this
property. Given the property’s history, without the
protection of a conservation covenant we determined

The proceeds generated through the sale of this
property will be returned to the Revolving Fund for
purchasing and protecting additional land. So far, the
Revolving Fund program has purchased more than 70
properties, sold 61, and protected more than 6,880 ha.

Collaboration

July 2019

COUNCIL REBATES FOR COVENANTS
Do you know that around one third of the 48 regional and rural councils in Victoria offer some form of rate
rebate or concession to covenantors? Councils take differing approaches to this issue so it is worthwhile knowing
the approach of your local council.
These rebates can make a difference to landowners’ ability to take care of their land as they recognise the cost it
takes to steward land.
The City of Greater Bendigo and the Macedon Ranges Shire Council offer a full rate rebate to ‘acknowledge and
reward conservation efforts of private landholders’. The Pyrenees Shire Council offers a 50 per cent rebate, while
others such as the Cardinia Shire Council, Mansfield Shire Council and the Greater Shepparton City Council offer a
per hectare rebate (between $20-$50 up to a specified capped amount). The City of Greater Geelong calculates
covenanted land at the lowest ‘farm rate’ (37% deduction).
Native habitat on private land in Victoria continues to be lost but the extinction trend can be reversed by protecting
key remnants, building ecosystem resilience and increasing connectivity of habitat. The protection offered by
conservation covenants make a vital contribution to this process and rates concessions or exemptions are
recognition of this contribution by generous landowners.

COLLABORATION

If you would like to know more about rates rebates or concessions in your shire, check your council website or
contact our Policy Advisor Cecilia Riebl (Monday to Wednesday) on (03) 8631 5819 or ceciliar@tfn.org.au.

One third of the 48 councils in Victoria offer some
form of rate rebate or concession to landowners
who have conservation covenants.

trustfornature.org.au
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Volunteers

CARING FOR VICTORIA’S

natural heritage forever

Two volunteer initiatives delivered by Trust for Nature this year re-affirm
the significant role volunteers play in caring for Victoria’s natural heritage.
Two of the expert volunteers, Pru and Max Ervin.

A big thank you to the incredibly
generous volunteers for their time
and to the John T. Reid Charitable
Trusts for making this service available.

VOLUNTEERS

In 2017, Trust for Nature received funding from the
John T. Reid Charitable Trusts to develop and trial an
‘Expert Volunteers Program’. The aim of this pilot is to
link covenantors with people who are experienced in
their local landscapes and can share plant and animal
knowledge, or talk about land management issues
such as weeds or habitat enhancement. Volunteers
include wildlife biologists, ecology professors,
agricultural scientists, a fungi enthusiast and many
keen naturalists who are also covenantors. The
experts are visiting covenantors across the state,
added hundreds of species records to the Trust for
Nature database and recorded threatened plants
or animals not previously seen at some sites. The
volunteers are collecting information about the
ecological health of covenants and noting
management issues where landowners want help.
Feedback to date from the covenantors and the expert
volunteers as part of the pilot program evaluation
24

has been extremely positive and has given the Trust
confidence to continue with the program. If you would
like to be involved either as a covenantor wanting a
site visit or as a volunteer interested in doing some
visits, please get in touch with Doug Robinson on
dougr@tfn.org.au

Volunteers

July 2019

SNAPE RESERVE

part of Heritage Festival

For the first time, Trust for Nature opened one of its
reserves as part of the National Trust’s Australian
Heritage Festival. The main reason for participating was
to highlight that our reserves and the land protected by
landowners are part of Victoria’s heritage. Just as historic
buildings (which can be protected) give us a glimpse
of our past and cultural history, every patch of protected
habitat is a remnant of our natural heritage and
environmental history.
Integral to the protection and ongoing management
of this natural heritage is the support of so many
volunteers. At the Snape Reserve Australian Heritage
Festival event, it was impossible not be amazed by
the efforts of its dedicated volunteer committee of
management which has served since 2002. Thousands
of hours have contributed to the acquisition and
management of this 845 ha reserve, transforming
it from degraded farming land into one of our
conservation jewels.

VALE

Philip Robinson

Wimmera Woodruff. Photo courtesy Sue Smith.

VOLUNTEERS

If you would like to volunteer and support our reserves
contact volunteers@tfn.org.au, or visit
https://www.trustfornature.org.au/volunteers.

Trust for Nature is deeply saddened by the recent death of one of its
supporters, Philip Robinson. Philip, along with his wife Moira, was a regular
supporter of the Trust and many other conservation and social justice
organisations. He was also the father of one of the Trust’s longest serving
staff members Conservation Science Coordinator, Doug Robinson.
Philip was involved in the campaign to save the Edithvale-Carrum-Seaford
wetlands from urban development in the 1970s, culminating in the
permanent protection of the Edithvale and Seaford Wetlands, a process
enabled in part by the Trust. He was also a committee member of the
Australian Plant Society and was awarded the Society’s Victoria Impreza
Award for Outstanding Service in 2014. Our thoughts are with Moira, Doug
and family.

trustfornature.org.au
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THANKS FOR YOUR HELP

protecting habitat against climate change
The 18-19 tax appeal raised $311.550 to help
fund our work to protect habitat in the face of
climate change. Two-thirds of land in our state
is privately owned and if we work with more
landowners to place covenants on their land,
we’ll have an even better chance of protecting
the natural places, plants and animals we love.

Benji 4yrs

Ollie 7yrs

THANK YOU TO

Nature’s Custodians
The Nature’s Custodians Society was launched on March
28 during an afternoon high tea with some of the Trust’s
most dedicated supporters. The Society is an initiative
to inform, acknowledge and thank supporters who have
committed to, or are considering, supporting Trust for
Nature in the future by way of a bequest.

SUPPORT

A special thanks to those who attended and for your
generosity and foresight in helping to protect our natural
environment for future generations. Considering leaving
a gift in your will to Trust for Nature is a significant
decision and one that the Trust supports in whatever
way possible.
By identifying yourself as a bequestor, supporters can
be thanked and informed during their lifetime, not after
their passing. For more information contact Partnerships
Manager, Paul Moore on (03) 8631 5809 or Executive
Manager, Leanne Down on (03) 8631 5813.
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We owe it to future generations to help protect
Victoria’s natural heritage forever. Your
support makes a difference, thank you! We
asked some children to draw pictures of what
climate change meant to them and it was
heartwarming to see how positive they were.
As a not for profit organisation we rely on your
support and it’s not too late to donate, go to
www.trustfornature.org.au.

July 2019

WHY NOT SUPPORT
WEST GIPPSLAND

Conservation Fund
A West Gippsland Conservation Fund is being seeded
by a generous donor who is offering to match, dollar-fordollar, up to $500,000 to assist the fund reach its initial
target amount of $1,000,000. As a structured
endowment, the returns of the fund will provide a
consistent revenue stream for private land management
in West Gippsland into the future.
An official launch is scheduled for September 5. All are
welcome to attend. To find out more, to RSVP (by
August 30) or find out about contributing to the Fund
please contact fundraising@tfn.org.au or 03 8631 5888.

us monthly?

It can cost upwards of $29,500 to put a covenant on a
property. Trust for Nature doesn’t pass these costs onto
the landowner, instead it seeks to cover these costs
through a range of programs. However there is almost
always a shortfall between the funds we have available
to covenant and the number of dedicated landowners
looking to protect their property, leaving a number of
ecologically significant properties on a ‘damage control’
waiting list.
Becoming a valued Bush Protection member can make
a difference. Regularity of care and consistency are
key elements to long term conservation and both are
enhanced through forward planning made possible by
consistent funding. We invite you to make an affordable
and easy commitment to conservation by becoming a
Trust for Nature Bush Protector and donating monthly.
See our website for more details trustfornature.org.au.

For more information contact fundraising@tfn.org.au or 03 8631 5888.

GIFTS

for nature
SUPPORT

Kieran and Susan recently made a lifelong
commitment to each other and while doing
so, encouraged their wedding guests to
make a similar commitment to the environment. Forgoing the usual crystal vases,
candle holders and fondue sets as gifts,
the couple asked that guests share their
passion and support of the environment
by making a donation to Trust for Nature.
Thank you Kieran and Susan and your
guests for your generosity!
If you would like to do something similar,
or you have a fundraising idea you
would like to raise with us, please email
fundraising@tfn.org.au.
trustfornature.org.au
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Daisy 6yrs

Banjo 8yrs

Jasper 6yrs

As a not-for-profit organisation, Trust for Nature welcomes
public support for its conservation work. All contributions
of $2 and more are tax deductible.

Contact us
5/379 Collins Street - Melbourne, Victoria 3000 Australia
Phone: +61 3 8631 5888
Email: trustfornature@tfn.org.au
ABN: 60 292 993 543
Follow us
facebook.com/
trustfornatureVictoria
linkedin.com/
company/trust-for-nature

twitter.com/
trustfornature
Instagram.com/
trustfornature

To find out
more about how you
can help support Trust for
Nature or to make a donation
towards our conservation
work, call Leanne Down
(03) 8631 5888 or visit
trustfornature.org.au

youtube.com/
user/tfnvictoria

