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Bush Family 
Reserve 
Dog Rock 
[Area, State] At a glance 
Country: Gunaikurnai  

Catchment: East Gippsland CMA 

IBRA Region: South East Coastal Plain 

Victorian Bioregion: Gippsland Plain 

Size: 255.7 hectares 

+150 plant species 

+120 animal species  

4 habitat types 

Management priorities: weed control 
including African Love Grass removal, 
deer and fox control, ecological 
thinning and Burgan removal,   

         About the property 
The Bush Family Reserve was purchased by Trust for Nature in 2002 
with National Reserve System funding and funds from RE Ross Trust.  

The reserve stretches to the west of Bairnsdale within the South East 
Coastal Plain bioregion. The reserve protects an extensive area of the 
Nationally Endangered Red Gum Grassy Woodland which is found 
solely within the Gippsland Plains. Scattered among the Gippsland 
Red Gum trees are several small wetlands, one of which classed as a 
Nationally Endangered Seasonal Herbaceous Wetland.  

 These wetland areas protect the Nationally Endangered Dwarf 
Kerrawang, a small creeper that looks like a strawberry plant. The 
reserve is also home to several rare and threatened species of native 
orchids.  

 

Prior to becoming a reserve that land was used for grazing and 
timber harvesting.  
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Bush Family Reserve is habitat forever 
Key habitats:  Seasonal Herbaceous wetland and Sedge 
Wetlands, Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Damp Sands Herb 
Rich Woodland 
 
Notable flora species:  Dwarf Kerrawang (Rulingia prostrata), 
Leafy Greenhood (Pterostylis cucullate), Southern Tick-trefoil 
(Desmodium gunnii),  Love Creeper (Comesperma volubile) 
and Chocolate Lily (Arthropodium strictum).  
 

Notable fauna species: Latham’s Snipe (Gallinago hardwickii), 

Tawny Frogmouth (Podargus strigoides), Swamp Harrier 

(Circus approximans), White-lipped Snake (Drysdalia 

coronoides) and Feathertail Glider (Acrobates pygmaeus). 

 

 

Location 
Bush Family Reserve  

Bengworden Road, Meerlieu 

Open by APPOINTMENT ONLY, contact 
Regional Reserve Manager on 0409 530 462 
or brettm@tfn.org.au. 

Check website for seasonal closure 
information 

Our reserves have hazards that may cause serious injury or 
death. You are responsible for your own safety and the safety 
of those in your care. Before entering our reserves, please 
scan the QR code to learn about this reserve’s risks, hazards, 
controls and the action needed to ensure your visit here is 
safe and enjoyable. Alternately this information can be found 
online at trustfornature.org.au/about-us/reserves/ 

You can support Trust for Nature’s work by donating at 
trustfornature.org.au 

For more information or to report a hazard,  
please call (03) 8631 5888. 

Scan QR code to find more information. 

Traditional Owner: Trust for Nature acknowledges and 
respects the Traditional Owners of this land, the Gunaikurnai 
people.      
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