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Harbury Reserve 
Harbury Reserve  
    At a glance 
Country:  Bunurong 

Catchment: Port Phillip and 
Westernport CMA 

IBRA: South Eastern Highlands 

Victorian Bioregion: Highlands – 
Southern Fall 

Size: 21.5 hectares 

+150 plant species 

+180 animal species  

4 habitat types 

Management priorities include weed 
control (including Sweet Pittosporum, 
Blackberry and Garden Selaginella), 
mitigating the impact of Cinnamon 
Fungus and pest animal control.  

 

         About the property 
The Harbury Reserve was acquired by Trust for Nature in 
1978 following the generous donation by Ms Diana Craig. It 
has been open to visitors since 1999.  

Located east of Melbourne, it forms a part of an important 
forest corridor including Bunyip State Park and contributes 
to the water quality of the local catchment, particularly in 
Bessie Creek. The large old trees are vital in a landscape 
impacted by previous clearing. These trees provide critical 
habitat for animals and the wilderness allows other forest 
species to freely roam. 

On the 16th February 1983, Harbury Reserve was almost 
entirely burnt in the Ash Wednesday bushfires. Volunteers 
helped the forest recover by removing invasive weeds. 

Cinnamon Fungus (Phytophthora cinnamonii) was found at 
Harbury Reserve in 2018. This soil-borne disease attacks the 
root systems of woody plants, causing them to wilt and die in 
a short space of time. Please use the footwear disinfectant 
station at the front entrance to avoid spreading this disease. 
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Harbury Reserve is habitat forever 
Key habitats: Damp Forest, Wet Forest, Shrubby Foothill Forest 
and Lowland Forest 
 
Notable flora species: Powelltown Correa (Correa reflexa var. 
lobata), Long Pink-bells (Tetratheca stenocarpa), Silky Fan-fern 
(Sticherus tener), Oval Fork-fern (Tmesipteris ovata) and 
Slender Fork-fern (Tmesipteris elongata) 
 
Notable fauna species:  Powerful Owl (Ninox strenua), Greater 
Sooty Owl (Tyto tenebricosa), Yellow Bellied Glider (Petaurus 
australis), Greater Glider (Petauroides volans), Rakali 
(Hydromys chrysogaster) and Superb Lyrebird (Menura 
novaehollandiae) 

 

 

Location 
Harbury Reserve  

Gembrook Road, Pakenham Upper  

Open by APPOINTMENT ONLY, contact 

Elizabeth Fraser on 0400 374 774 or, 

Andrew Kuhlmann on 0438 640 791 or,  

Rachel Douglas on 0437 564 325 

 

 

Our reserves have hazards that may cause serious injury or 
death. You are responsible for your own safety and the safety 
of those in your care. Before entering our reserves, please 
scan the QR code to learn about this reserve’s risks, hazards, 
controls and the action needed to ensure your visit here is 
safe and enjoyable. Alternately this information can be found 
online at trustfornature.org.au/about-us/reserves/ 

You can support Trust for Nature’s work by donating at 
trustfornature.org.au 

For more information or to report a hazard,  
please call (03) 8631 5888. 

Scan QR code to find more information. 

Traditional Owner: Trust for Nature acknowledges and 
respects the Traditional Owners of this land, Bunurong 
people.    
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